Commanding Officer’s Policy on Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response

Sexual assault destroys trust and erodes the unit cohesion that is critical to our ability to succeed at our
number one priority, Warfighting. Further it diminishes the legacy and reputation of the Island Warriors
and the United States Marine Corps.

Sexual assault involves unwelcome and nonconsensual criminal acts ranging from inappropriate gestures
and sexual touching to rape. No form of sexual assault is ever acceptable. Allegations will be taken
seriously, thoroughly investigated, and those substantiated will be processed in accordance with the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Island Warriors that are victims of sexual assault must have trust in the chain of command to report sexual
assault incidents and they must have unfettered access to a Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC).
My concern is that their privacy and dignity be preserved and that they have access to support services.
The goal is to take care of our own while protecting them from retaliation and re-victimization. All Island
Warriors have a responsibility to take care of one another to include intervening to prevent sexual assault
and to support those who do.

At the core of sexual assault is a lack of respect and consent. Consent is freely given words or overt acts
indicating agreement to sexual activity by a competent person. Consent cannot be given due to fear, based
on how someone is dressed, or possible if someone is impaired due to drugs, alcohol, or unconsciousness.

There are two reporting options available: Unrestricted and Restricted, as defined below:

Unrestricted Reporting: allows a victim to receive medical, informational, advocacy and emotional support
and it may cause an official investigation to ensue. Although a victim’s identity is not confidential, it is kept
close hold and only released to those who have a need to know (i.e. commander and investigating
authorities).

Restricted Reporting: allows a victim to disclose sexual assault and receive support services while
maintaining confidentiality. Reports or details shared with the SARC, healthcare professionals, or a victim

advocate will not be reported to law enforcement or the chain of command for investigation.

There is no tolerance for sexual assault and we must strive to eliminate it by acting and intervening to

protect and preserve humgp dignity and the integrity of our core values.
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