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STATEMENT ON SEXUAL ASSAULT

Sexual assaults occur far too often and are not just an issue with “some other unit.” Sexual assault
does not differentiate between men or women, color, race, or religion either. In 2013, the Pentagon
reported that sexual assault in the ‘military jumped 50 percent. Simply put, this is unacceptable as
one sexual assault is far too many. Sexual assault is a criminal act and will not be tolerated within
Combat Assault Battalion. Sexual assault adversely impacts a Marine’s or Sailor’s morale,
effectiveness, and efficiency.

We have a specific responsibility as Marines and Sailors to eliminate sexual assault, to assist those
Marines, Sailors, and civilians affected by sexual assault, and to ensure that sexual assault victims
are treated fairly, with dignity, and without prejudice. Leaders of Combat Assault Battalion will be
familiar with MCO 1752.5A. Failure to report or ignoring sexual assault incidents may have
damaging consequences for the victim and this battalion. Be assured, sexual assault will not be
tolerated.

Sexual assault victims are to be treated with respect, decency, and sensitivity. They will be
provided appropriate medical, emotional, and psychological services. Those victims who choose to
make a report will have that choice honored to the fullest extent because it is essential they are
assured they will be supported, protected, and that this incident is properly adjudicated.

There are the two methods a victim can use in reporting Sexual Assault. Restricted Reporting
means the victim makes a confidential report to the Uniformed Victim Advocate (UVA), Chaplain,
Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, Military Healthcare personnel, or Marine and Family Service
Counselors. The victim filing the report will be able to receive support from victim advocates but
will not be able to pursue legal recourse. Unrestricted Reporting means that if a victim chooses
this option or reports the assault to someone other than those previously listed, the battalion has an
obligation to report all allegations to the chain of command and PMO/NCIS. In unrestricted cases,
the victim’s dignity, respect, and personal privacy will be guarded to the maximum possible extent.

Every Marine ‘and Sailor must understand their duty to intervene and prevent sexual assault by
identifying and stopping behaviors that may lead to sexual assault. Doing nothing is not an option.
Bystanders to potential sexual assaults must take decisive action to prevent incidents before they
occur. To do otherwise makes YOU as much a part of the problem as those conducting the act and
-1s contrary to our core values of Honor, Courage, and Commitment.
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